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eluded are a general review of the field of 
luminescence immunoassay, again in the context 
of measuring compounds in body fluids, and a 
review of isoelectric focusing which concentrates 
on problems encountered when analysing clinical 
samples and methods to overcome them. 
The text is clear, illustrations are adequate and 
all articles are referenced thoroughly, but the ar- 
ticles themselves are unexciting. In particular, one 
wonders why the two articles which simply 
describe immunoassay methods have been includ- 
ed, since in both cases it would appear that the 
methods have been published previously 
elsewhere, 
The volume may prove of interest to clinical 
biochemists and clinical immunologists, but there 
is little to interest the basic scientist. Whether this 
will also be the case for the rest of the series re- 
mains to be seen. 
J.G. Kenna 
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This book consists of a collection of papers 
presented at the Ciba Foundation on 22-24th 
January 1985 with the general theme of growth 
factors. Although relevant o interested physicians 
and oncologists this is principally a series of 
biochemical and cell biological research papers. 
The format is presented papers followed by an 
edited transcript of the subsequent discussion. This 
type of arrangement, with the discussion represen- 
ting 40% of the total pages, only works well if the 
editors strictly relate the verbal statements to the 
preceding paper. This they have done expertly with 
unobtrusive but useful references to figure 
numbers and cross-references to other papers in 
the book. Transcribed discussions are sometimes 
rather hard to follow and appear disjointed 
without the benefit of seeing the speakers and this 
problem inevitably occurs here, However, this is 
more than compensated for by the abundance of 
new ideas and data that arise. 
Several different areas are covered, in some 
cases by a single paper such as those on NGF, the 
IGFs and the EGF receptor, and in others by more 
than one such as the three contributions on dif- 
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ferent aspects of PDGF, two on protein kinase C 
and two on haemopoietic growth factors (Michael 
Stoker in his introduction to the book pleads for 
less use of acronyms, vainly I’m afraid). The 
papers vary in style from brief general reviews 
(NGF, PDGF, protein phosphorylation and 
haemopoietic growth factors) which are good but 
naturally contain little unpublished data, to 
specific reports containing more new information 
(IGF’s, EGF receptor, growth factors in em- 
bryogenesis and TGF’s). This book generally does 
not however suffer from problems associated with 
meeting reports in that the review papers are in- 
teresting and well written and the new reports con- 
tain strong data. 
This book compares well with the recently 
published rather similar volume from the Com- 
pany of Cell Biologists, published as a supplement 
to the Journal of Cell Science, called ‘Growth fac- 
tors: Structure and function’ and both should be 
read by scientists with interests in growth factors 
and oncology. 
W.J. Gullick 
